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The neighbouring kingdom of Siam also attracted
Albuquerque's attention. When the pleasant Chinamen came
bowing farewell, the Governor requested them to call in at
Siam as they passed and leave there the bearer of a message
to the monarch of that realm. Duarte Fernandez, one of
Ruy de Araujo's fellow prisoners, who had picked up fluent
Malay, was chosen for this mission. He was received with
every honour at the Siamese court and welcomed by the
King, who sat in state, dressed like a Chinaman, in a great
hall hung with brocades. Beside the monarch stood the great
ones of the realm, and all his wives and daughters sat around,
gorgeous in silk and jewels. " A little dark," Duarte Fer-
nandez found these ladies, " but very beautiful!" After a
pleasant interview he was conducted round the town and
shown everything of interest in the place, including the
famous white elephant.

A Siamese ambassador escorted him back to Malacca,
bearing a letter from the King for Albuquerque, and another
for D. Manuel accompanied by a ruby ring, a crown and
golden sword. There was nothing, the King of Siam said,
he would like better than to conclude alliance with his
brother of Portugal. The Governor, therefore, sent back
another envoy with fuller instructions and greater powers,
besides orders to find out everything he could about Siam
and write it in a book. This interesting and instructive work
was duly written, but, unfortunately for us, has disappeared.

Even more absorbing than these fascinating neighbours
was the heterogeneous population of Malacca itself. Al-
buquerque knew that without the goodwill of the people
over which it rules no empire can endure, and his dream was
of an empire that would live. Everything he did, Gaspar
Correa tells us, he wished to last for ever. " The Governor/'
adds the same writer, " desired to make Malacca immortal,
but always beneath the rule of Portugal." For this it was
necessary that these new subjects of the Crown should feel
both settled and content, so he worked towards that end.

Malacca was an international port, and the custom had